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BS IN RESPIRATORY CARE
Overview
The Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care (BSRC) program will prepare
students to be leaders in respiratory care careers. It is specifically
designed for those who wish to pursue a career dedicated to the
improvement of respiratory health and provide patient care in areas
such as hospitals, physician offices, long-term care facilities, and home
health. Upon completion, students will continue to be able to show the
development of clinical and leadership skills through experience which
allows for advanced opportunities in management and education within
the respiratory care profession. The length of the program is four years
with the first two years being general education classes and the last two
years involving the completion of all respiratory classes.

Goals of the Respiratory Care Program
1. To prepare graduates with demonstrated competence in the cognitive

(knowledge), psychomotor (skills), and affective (behavior) learning
domains of respiratory care practice as performed by registered
respiratory therapists (RRTs).

2. To prepare leaders for the field of respiratory care by including
curricular content with objectives related to the acquisition of skills
in one or more of the following: management, education, research
and advanced clinical practice (which may include an area of clinical
specialization).

Additional Program Goals/Student Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the respiratory care program, graduates will be able
to:

1. Collaborate effectively with other health care professionals to provide
direction and input with decisions related to the plan of respiratory
care services and resources for clients.

2. Demonstrate the ability to recall, apply, and analyze information
required of advanced-level respiratory therapists.

3. Utilize effective and professional communication with clients from
diverse backgrounds, in addition to peers and other health care
professionals.

4. Engage in critical thinking and problem solving through evidence-
based practice in multiple health care settings.

Admission for Respiratory Care Program
Initial admission is based on requirements for admission to the
University; however, admission to the University does not assure
admission to the program in respiratory care. Requirements for
admission to respiratory care courses are:

• Submit a formal application to the Anderson College of Nursing and
Health Professions (ACONHP).

• Possess a minimum overall grade point average of 2.75 (4.0 scale)
or higher in required BSRC courses, including a “C” or higher in all
required prerequisite courses.

• Eligibility Letter: Students previously enrolled in another respiratory
care program must provide a letter of eligibility to return to the
program without stipulation by the dean or director. If ineligible to
return to the program, student is ineligible to apply to the ACONHP.

• Students enrolled previously in healthcare related programs
(other than respiratory), must talk with their advisor.  An eligibility
letter may be required.

• Students must be eligible to participate in rotations in all clinical
facilities to be eligible for admission to the program.

• Complete a criminal background check and have negative drug
screening as specified on the application for admission.

• Fall Admissions: for Fall admission, the application opens March 1
and is due by July 1.

Progression/Retention
Retention in the program is based on continued satisfaction of health
requirements, certification, liability requirements, and appropriate
academic progress with a grade of C or higher in each respiratory care
course.

• Appropriate academic progress with a grade of C (75) or higher in
each professional respiratory care course.

• Students must be eligible to participate in rotations in all clinical
facilities to be eligible for admission/retention in the program.

• Satisfactory completion of respiratory care courses done in
sequence. When a student receives a grade of less than C (75), the
student may not progress to any course until the failed course is
retaken and requirements are met.

• A student who has failed a respiratory care course may repeat the
failed course only once. In the Anderson College of Nursing and
Health Professions, no student will be permitted to use the Repeat/
Recompute Policy or the Second Chance Provision for any respiratory
care course (RC designation). A student in the respiratory care
program can receive no more than one course failure throughout the
respiratory care program. After two course failures, the student will be
dismissed from the program.

• There are reasons for which a student might fail clinical and these
include critical incidents found in the Disciplinary Policies of the
current Respiratory Care Student Handbook. The clinical failure is
an “F” for the course no matter when/if the student withdraws. This
includes any time within the University’s withdrawal (“W”) period.
Should this be a second course failure for the student, the student
will be required to withdraw from all respiratory care courses at the
time of the second course failure.

• Any student who withdraws from Level I of the program will be
required to submit a formal application during a future application
period, see the Respiratory Care Student Handbook.

• Once admitted into the ACONHP, a student with a failing average in
any respiratory care course may not withdraw from the course to
prevent course failure. This includes any time within the University’s
withdrawal (W) period. Any student who drops a course with an
average of less than 75 will receive a WF in respiratory care courses.
A WF for any reason is considered a course failure. Students who are
eligible to repeat a failed course will be readmitted to the course on a
“space available” basis.

• After a second withdrawal from the same course (without
extenuating circumstances), a student will be required to wait one
year before retaking the course. Extenuating circumstances are to be
determined by faculty on an individual basis.

• Students eligible to return to a respiratory care course after a
withdrawal “W” or course failure “D/F” from a required respiratory
care (RC) course will be readmitted to the course on a “space
available” basis.

• Maintenance of 2.0 GPA throughout the respiratory care program.
• Once the student is “out of sync”, he/she/they must adjust to any

curriculum changes occurring at that time.
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Dismissal
After two course failures, the student is dismissed from the program. A
situation in which the student places the client’s life in danger or shows
severe behavioral misconduct toward the client and family, clinical facility
staff, faculty or other students will result in immediate Administrative
Dismissal of the student from the program. In such cases, the student's
transcript will reflect the University's grade system as outlined in the
University catalog. Behaviors for which the ACONHP have zero tolerance
and result in dismissal from the program are listed in the respiratory care
student handbook.

Readmission
The student who is academically unsuccessful in two or more courses in
levels one and/or two of the respiratory care program will have the option
to reapply to the respiratory care program.

• Student who reapply must meet all admission requirements and
complete the application process like a new applicant.  Reapplying
does not guarantee admission.

• If admitted, the student will start the program as a level one
respiratory care student and repeat all respiratory care courses
regardless of grade in previous semesters.

• Complete withdrawal from level one will require the student to
complete the application process for consideration in a future
semester.

• The option to reapply does not apply to students who are dismissed
from the program for conduct-related offenses.

• Once a student is dismissed from the program, they are only eligible
to be admitted one additional time.

The student in level three or level four of the respiratory care program
who has failed the two respiratory care courses may petition the
appropriate Anderson College of Nursing and Health Professions
Admissions, Readmissions, and Progressions Committee Chairperson
for readmission after being dismissed from the program. Students
may seek readmission to the ACONHP only one time, after the second
course failure. Any readmitted student who earns a grade below C in a
respiratory care course will be permanently dismissed from the program.
Guidelines for readmission may be found in the Respiratory Care Student
Handbook that is specific to the student.

Curriculum Requirements for the BS in Respiratory Care
Code Title Hours
General Education Component (https://catalog.una.edu/
undergraduate/academic-procedures-requirements/general-
education-component/)
Area I (Written Composition) 6
Area II (Humanities and Fine Arts) 12
Area III (Natural Sciences and Mathematics) 11

MA 110 Finite Mathematics
or MA 112 College Algebra

BI 101 Introductory Biology
CH 101 Introductory Chemistry
CH 101L Introductory Chemistry Laboratory

Area IV (History, Social and Behavioral Sciences) 12
ED 299 Human Growth and Development
PY 201 General Psychology

or SO 221 Introductory Sociology

Area V (https://www.una.edu/areav/) 16
FYE 101 First-Year Experience Seminar
BI 241 Human Anatomy and Physiology I
BI 242 Human Anatomy and Physiology II
MA 147 Elementary Statistics
BI 307 Microbiology

or BI 302 Clinical Microbiology
Major Core Requirements
RC 300 Respiratory Anatomy and Physiology (Respiratory

Anatomy and Physiology)
3

RC 302 Respiratory Pathophysiology (Respiratory
Pathophysiology)

3

RC 304 Foundations of Respiratory Care (Foundations of
Respiratory Care)

3

RC 306 Patient Assessment and Disease Management
(Patient Assessment & Disease Management)

3

RC 308 Respiratory Assessment and Foundations Lab
(Respiratory Assessment and Foundations Lab)

3

RC 310 Respiratory Clinical Practice I (Clinical Practice I) 1
RC 330 Pulmonary Diagnostics (Pulmonary Diagnostics) 3
RC 332 Respiratory Pharmacology (Respiratory

Pharmacology)
3

RC 334 Mechanical Ventilation I (Mechanical Ventilation I) 3
RC 336 Critical Care Lab (Critical Care Lab) 3
RC 338 Clinical Practice II (Clinical Practice II) 4
RC 410 Pediatric and Neonatal Respiratory Care (Pediatric

and Neonatal Respiratory Care)
3

RC 412 Advanced Critical Care Lab (Advanced Critical Care
Lab)

2

RC 414 Seminar I (Seminar I) 2
RC 416 Mechanical Ventilation II (Mechanical Ventilation

II)
3

RC 418 Clinical Practice III (Clinical Practice III) 6
RC 442 Respiratory Clinical Practice IV (Clinical Practice

IV)
6

RC 444 Seminar II (Seminar II) 2
RC 446 Respiratory Care Leadership and Education

(Respiratory Care Leadership and Education)
3

RC 448 Senior Capstone (Senior Capstone ) 2
RC 450 Research and Evidence-Based Practice (Research

and Evidence-Based Practice)
2

Total Hours 120

Suggested Plan of Study for the BS in Respiratory Care
Course Title Hours

Freshman

1st Term

BI 101 Introductory Biology 4

MA 110 Finite Mathematics 3

EN 111 First-Year Composition I 3

HI 101 
or HI 201

Survey of World Civilization to 1500 
or United States History to 1877

3

FYE 101 First-Year Experience Seminar 1

  Hours 14

2nd Term

MA 147 Elementary Statistics 3

https://catalog.una.edu/undergraduate/academic-procedures-requirements/general-education-component/
https://catalog.una.edu/undergraduate/academic-procedures-requirements/general-education-component/
https://catalog.una.edu/undergraduate/academic-procedures-requirements/general-education-component/
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PY 201 General Psychology 3

EN 112 First Year Composition II 3

HI 102 
or HI 202

Survey of World Civilization since 1500 
or United States History since 1877

3

BI 241 Human Anatomy and Physiology I 4

  Hours 16

Sophomore

1st Term

CH 101 Introductory Chemistry 3

CH 101L Introductory Chemistry Laboratory 1

BI 242 Human Anatomy and Physiology II 4

COM 201 Fundamentals of Speech 3

EN 231 Literature of the World I 3

  Hours 14

2nd Term

BI 307 Microbiology 4

EN 232 Literature of the World II 3

ED 299 Human Growth and Development 3

Area II 3

  Hours 13

Junior

1st Term

RC 300 Respiratory Anatomy and Physiology 3

RC 302 Respiratory Pathophysiology 3

RC 304 Foundations of Respiratory Care 3

RC 306 Patient Assessment and Disease Management 3

RC 308 Respiratory Assessment and Foundations Lab 3

RC 310 Respiratory Clinical Practice I 1

  Hours 16

2nd Term

RC 330 Pulmonary Diagnostics 3

RC 332 Respiratory Pharmacology 3

RC 334 Mechanical Ventilation I 3

RC 336 Critical Care Lab 3

RC 338 Clinical Practice II 4

  Hours 16

Senior

1st Term

RC 410 Pediatric and Neonatal Respiratory Care 3

RC 412 Advanced Critical Care Lab 2

RC 414 Seminar I 2

RC 416 Mechanical Ventilation II 3

RC 418 Clinical Practice III 6

  Hours 16

2nd Term

RC 442 Respiratory Clinical Practice IV 6

RC 444 Seminar II 2

RC 446 Respiratory Care Leadership and Education 3

RC 448 Senior Capstone 2

RC 450 Research and Evidence-Based Practice 2

  Hours 15

  Total Hours 120


